
Windows Server 
Comparison
Compare features between Windows Server 2025, 
Windows Server 2022, and Windows Server 2019.

Wondering which edition of Windows Server best fits your needs? Check the comparison chart below to 
see where the main differences lie. 

Windows Server 2025: Cloud connected for business innovation 

KEY       = Not supported          = Partially supported      = Mostly supported       = Available

Advanced, multi-layer security

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Secured-Core Server and Hotpatching 

Hotpatch – Windows Server Datacenter: 
Azure Edition

Arc-enabled Hotpatch – Windows Server 
Standard/Datacenter

Credential Guard

Credential Guard by default

Active Directory

32k database page size option

AD object repair

Channel binding audit support

DC-location algorithm improvements

Improved algorithms for Name/Sid Lookups

Improved security for confidential attributes

Kerberos AES SHA256 and SHA384

Kerberos PKINIT support for cryptographic 
agility

LDAP encryption by default

LDAP support for TLS 1.3

NUMA support

Replication priority order

Windows Local Admin Password Solution

Windows Local Administrator Password 
Solution (LAPS)

Automatic account management feature

Image rollback detection feature



FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Passphrase feature

Improved readability password dictionary

Secured Connectivity

Transport Layer Security 1.3

SMB over QUIC

SMB over QUIC auditing    

SMB Signing and Encryption Auditing

SMB NTLM Disable

SMB Firewall Rule Hardening

Local Kerberos

SMB Authentication Rate Limiter

SMB Dialect Control

SMB Alternative Ports

Post-Quantum Resilient Kerberos

Remote Mailslots Deprecated and disabled 
by default

Routing and Remote Access Services (RRAS) 
Hardening

Hyper-V, AI, Performance

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Hyper-V GPU Partitioning (GPU-P)

Hyper-V GPU-P High Availability

Hyper-V GPU-P Live Migration

Hyper-V Discrete Device Assignment (DDA)

Hyper-V DDA Pools

Hyper-V Dynamic Processor Compatibility

Hyper-V Workgroup Clusters

Hyper-V Workgroup Cluster Live Migration

Network ATC

Hyper-V Scalability

Storage

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

SAN Support

NAS Support

Storage Replica Compression

Storage Replica Enhanced Log

ReFS Native Storage Deduplication & 
Compression

  

Thinly Provisioned Storage Spaces Direct

Convert fixed to thin provisioned volumes

Adjustable Storage Repair

Storage Spaces Direct Campus Clusters

Advanced, multi-layer security (Cont.)



Azure Arc and Hybrid

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Azure Arc

Simplified Azure Arc Setup

Native Windows Server SDN Network 
Controller

Software Defined Networking Multisite

SMB Compression

Storage Migration Service (SMS)

Windows Server Desktop Experience and Upgrades

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Broadest Application Compatibility 
Validation

Windows Server Upgrade Support (N-2 
Upgrades where “N” is a major version.)

Windows Server Upgrade Support (N-4 
Upgrades where “N” is a major version.)

Windows Shell

In-Place Upgrade via Windows Update

Windows Terminal    

Dtrace

WinGet

Wi-Fi

Flighting

File Compression

Feedback Hub

Windows Admin Center v2

Containers

FEATURE WINDOWS SERVER 2019 WINDOWS SERVER 2022 WINDOWS SERVER 2025

Container Image Portability

Windows Server Annual Channel (preview)

Reduced Image Size

Improved App Compat for Nano Server

Networking Control Path Performance
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Windows Server 2025 
Advance performance and AI readiness


